Symphony of colors have always been a key characteristic of
Bakhtiari nomads in southwest Iran. The picture shows a Bakhtiari
girl holding up a copy of the Holy Quran and a box of traditional
sweets for good omen during a wedding ceremony on September
8, 2017. She is encircled with ethnic fellows clad in vivid colorful
garments who are adding charm to the ceremony with a traditional
performance. It’s perhaps surprising for some to learn that Iran
is not a country made up of one people, but rather a mosaic of
diverse ethnic groups, cultures and religions. Azaris, Kurds, Lurs,
Turkmen, Baluchis, Bakhtiaris, and Arabs are just some of the
many different ethnic groups coexisting in the country.
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Iranian
cooking

Archeologists Discover Main

Chicken Wrap Recipe

Achaemenid Waterway

Chicken wraps contain high amounts of
vitamin A and protein. 1 serving (1 slice)
has 96 calories, 5.3g total fat (1.8g saturated fat), 23mg cholesterol, 48mg sodium, 217mg potassium, 4.6g total carbohydrates (1.4g dietary fiber, sugar 0.3g
sugars), and 7.8g protein.
Ingredients:
■ 1 lb (454g) Chicken Breast
■ 1/2 Cup Shredded Cheddar Cheese
■ 1/4 Cup Sour Cream
■ 2 oz (57g) Green onions
■ 2 oz (57g) Cilantro
■ 1 Garlic Clove
■ 1 Avocado
■ 2 Tsp Lemon Juice
■ Soft Tortillas
■ Salt, Pepper, Ground Oregano, Paprika
Preparations:
1- Mince the green onions and cilantros.
Directions:
1- Season the chicken breast with salt,
pepper, paprika and ground oregano.
2- Pour in enough water to cover the chicken breast.

in Southern Iran Persepolis
he main valve of the Achaemenid period which used to transfer surface
waters of the western site to the main network in the southern yard was discovered in Persepolis in Shiraz, Fars province. [Archeologists discover main
Achaemenid waterway in southern Iran Persepolis] The Public Relations Office of
the Research Institute of Cultural Heritage and Tourism (RICHT) quoted Ahmad Ali
Assadi, head of the team to explore waterways of the Persepolis while announcing
this on Monday as saying the aim of the third season of exploration of waterways
in the Persepolis was to continue exploration of the waterway in the southern yard
of the Tachar Palace, identification of the status of the waterway compound of the
unfinished gate, and identification and unearthing some part of the wall of the Persepolis that due to the dirt caused by the previous excavations half of the southern
side of the royal court had been buried under a pile of soil. The waterway is for
discharging the water in the roof of the main hall and the southern porch of the
palace, adding that a third waterway is in the southern yard of the Tachar Palace
and was used for discharging waters in the mentioned yard, he said. Referring to
the identification of the two sides’ branches of the waterway, Assadi said: “One of
these branches by continuing towards the northwest of the Tachar yard runs under
the Tachar Palace and had been used for the disposal of the water in the roof of the
southern porch of the palace.” Continued work in the southern branch of the Tachar
yard could offer new understanding of the status of the waterways in the southern
yard, especially the H Palace, he added. According to the archaeologist, another
branch of the waterways is located in the eastern span of the unfinished gate which
runs from the south under the Hundred Column Palace and from the north towards
the northern wall of the royal court. Assadi referred to the canals with about six
meters height which are carved in one piece from the mountain rocks and have no
regular structure. The exploration aimed at identifying and unearthing a part of the
Persepolis wall from under the soil and announced that the result would be restoring the original shape of the Parse as it stood over centuries,the archaeologist said.
According to him, most of the stone findings were obtained from the workshop in the
southern yard of the Tachar Palace and the findings of the southern wall were mainly
scattered on the side during previous explorations of the Persepolis.
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Over 4.9m Foreign Travelers

Visited Iran in 2016: UNWTO
he number of international tourist
arrivals to Iran stood at 4.9 million in 2016, falling 5.6 percent
from a year earlier and showing the first
decline since 2013, according to the latest UNWTO Tourism Highlights report
released on August 15. Tourist arrivals in
the country jumped from 2.938 million in
2010 to 4.967 million in 2014 and 5.237
million in 2015, fetching $2.43 billion,
$3.84 billion, and $3.86 billion in revenues in 2010, 2014 and 2015
respectively, the report said.
Iran made up 1.6 percent of
all international tourism arrivals in Asia and the Pacific
during 2016. The survey categorized Iran in South Asia
region, which also includes
Afghanistan,
Bangladesh
and India amongst others.
From a global point of view,
the demand for interna-
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tional tourism remained robust in 2016
despite challenges and worldwide tourist arrivals grew by 3.9 percent to reach
a total of 1.235 billion. Some 46 million
more tourists (overnight visitors) travelled internationally last year compared
to 2015. “Tourism has shown extraordinary strength and resilience in recent
years, despite many challenges, particularly those related to safety and security. Yet, international
travel continues to grow
strongly and contribute
to job creation and the
wellbeing of communities around the world,”
UNWTO website quoted
Secretary-General Taleb Rifai as saying in January.
“2016 was
the
seventh con-
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secutive year of sustained growth following the 2009 global economic and
financial crisis. A comparable sequence
of uninterrupted solid growth has not
been recorded since the 1960s,” the
report says. Iran is extraordinarily easy
on the wallet since travel costs including the ones for food, accommodation
and transportation are fairly low and the
country has maintained its topmost global rank as a lower-cost destination for a
third straight year, according to a 2017
biannual report by the

World Economic Forum.
“Foreign travelers are able to find amazing bargains while trekking in Iran with
some travel sources put daily travel expenses and the ones for 24-day trip at
$25 and about $600 respectively.”
Filled from corner to corner with ancient
bazaars, museums, mosques, monuments, gardens and palaces set inside
bustling cities, historical ruins and rich
rural landscapes, Iran is increasingly
filled with camera-wielding Westerners
seeking adventure, archeology and art.
It is a hub for medical and health tourism as well.
Iran has launched extensive plans
to bolster its tourism sector. Under the 2025 Tourism Vision
Plan, the country is expecting
to increase the number of
tourism arrivals from 4.8 million in 2014 to 20 million in 2025.

3- Cover the pot and over medium heat
simmer for 20 minutes.
4- Remove and dice the chicken breast.
5- Combine the chicken breast with minced
green onions and cilantro in a large bowl.
6- In a separate container, Mash the avocado and stir in lemon juice and add to the
chicken bowl.
7- Add cheddar cheese and sour cream to
the bowl and stir thoroughly.
8- Cover a soft tortilla with the mixture and
wrap as shown in video.
9- Slice the wrap and serve.

People Falling
for Lie about Sharks

in Hurricane Irma
everal media outlets have had
to assure the American public
that sharks are not in fact swirling around in Hurricane Irma.
In the US’ latest bout of ‘fake news’, a
hoax was shared on social media purporting that the now Category 4 force
had ‘airlifted’ the predators from waters
off Florida, mirror.co.uk reported.
Remarkably, it appears some Americans
believed the story and were worried the
sunshine state might become overrun
with sharks. Obviously, a lot of people
referenced the brilliant film Sharknado,
which is about a monstrous storm full
of sharks that wreaks havoc on Los
Angeles. We imagine most people sharing the ‘news’ don’t actually believe that
sharks are hiding in Hurricane Irma. But
there are a lot of people talking about it.
After Hurricane Irma smashed through
the Caribbean as a Category 5 storm,
flattening entire communities and leaving a trail of destruction, Florida Keys
awaited its arrival. It struck on Saturday
at around 8 a.m.
Nearly seven million people were ordered to leave their homes in the largest evacuation in US history. The storm
is packing sustained winds of 125mph
(201kmh), and a surge of up to 15ft is
expected to inundate neighborhoods.
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