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Director of the Iranian Foreign Ministry’s Department for Public Diplomacy Alireza
Delkhosh said that 51 stolen artifacts from Iran that have been transferred to various museums across the world have been identified and efforts are underway to
return them to the country.
Delkhosh said that with the extensive efforts of the diplomatic apparatus and after
identifying the artifacts stolen from historic sites in various parts of the world, special
measures have been put on the agenda of Iran’s Foreign Ministry.
He noted that Iran’s diplomatic apparatus is obliged to support turning the historic
monuments back, adding that Iran will never hesitate for a moment in this way.
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Tourism key to Economic Prosperity in Desert Areas, Expert Says
ISNA: Tourism is essential to the economic development of desert areas, a
nature tourism expert has
said.
“Paying attention to desertbased tourism is the way
to ensure economic prosperity in desert regions of
Iran,” ISNA quoted Farid
Javaherzadeh as saying.
In present-day Iran, about
three-quarters of the country is desert, so utilizing
these areas is a tremendous opportunity for economic growth and the livelihood of the people, which
should be taken advantage
of, and there should be
serious consideration of
tourism in the desert, he
explained.
While tourism has the potential to preserve ecosys-

tems, water resources, and
even natural areas, in previous years, there was a
neglect of the desert, while

Kalmakareh Cave:
A Historically
Important
Cave in Iran
Tasnim: Kalmakareh Cave is located 20km
southwest of Pol Dokhtar in the western province of Lorestan. It is situated in a historical and
ancient valley known as Darreh Bagh on the
heights of Kouh Mahalleh.
The cave holds great importance, as it contains
remnants of ancient civilizations. Vast spaces
and crevices create a mysterious atmosphere
in the cave.
At the entrance and within the cave are evidence of the presence of humans and animals
of the past. Due to earthquakes or natural erosion of the mountain, some of the so-called
“halls” of this cave have been blocked.
The heights of Kouh Mahalleh are triangular,
with the two rivers of Seimareh and Kashkan
running on either side. This brings into focus
as to why this area was favored by man in prehistoric times and later during the Elamite, Parthian and Sassanid periods.

Vestiges such as earthenware and large pots
with limestone residue can be noted within the
cave, as well as the hillocks surrounding it.
This cave does not seem to have been permanently inhabited, but was a good hiding place
or refuge at the time of attacks and war for the
inhabitants of Kouh Mahalleh.
Some of the silver relics found in the cave, including wild animal figures, silver jugs, rhytons,
gold and silver coins are kept at Falak-ol-Aflak
Museum in Khorramabad.Also, some of the
cave’s objects are kept at Tehran’s National
Museum of Iran, and the museums of Tabriz
and Ilam.In addition, Persian Griffin Cup, which
dates back to Achaemenid Era, was found in
Kalmakareh Cave.Many of the historical and
precious objects discovered in Kalmakareh
Cave in 1989, which have been referred to as
one of the six global treasures, are today in
French, German and Japanese museums.
Many of the objects taken abroad have been
displayed in the museums of New York, Los
Angeles, London and Vienna.
The artistic relics of Kalmakareh Cave are
valuable not only because of their exquisite
design and production, but also as precious
specimens of Iran’s cultural heritage and their
repatriation from foreign museums should be
pursued. Ponds filled with water and holes
where objects d’art were hidden are among
unique characteristics of the ancient cave.

many areas of the country
have little water or no water at all, and suffer greatly
from limited resources, he

added.Many
European
citizens are very interested
in desert tourism, as it is
a natural ecosystem that

many countries are lacking, so desert tourism can
be an attractive field of
tourism, he noted.“Dunes,
various species of animals,
plant life, and the horizon found in a desert as
well as changing climatic
conditions have made the
desert a tourist attraction
worldwide.”Even in famous
historical
travelogues,
there are sections about
desert and desert tourism
in the countries of the region, especially countries
on the Silk Road, he stated.
Although there are many
hardships of desert tourism, many tourists cross
these deserts, making
adventure trips for themselves as the geographical and climatic features of
the desert have made it a

sustainable ecosystem and
a tourist center, he mentioned.
“However, to prevent tourists from damaging the environment, studies should
be performed and indicators and criteria established so as not to damage
ecotourism sites.”
Activities in this tourism
branch can be hiking, camel riding, nature therapy,
sun therapy, sand therapy,
nature meditation, cycling,
motorcycling, rally, sand
skiing, hang gliding, and
observing the desert sky at
night, he concluded.
Central Iran is home to vast
deserts known worldwide,
of which UNESCO-registered Lut, Rig-e Jenn, and
Maranjab deserts are more
famous.

Annual Handicraft Exports Fetches Golestan $1.1m
CHTN: Handicrafts products worth
some $1.1 million were exported from
the northern province of Golestan during the previous Iranian calendar year
1400 (ended March 21), CHTN reported on Saturday.The products include
kilims, carpets, jajim (a kind of handwoven rug), traditional textile, traditional
embroidery, pottery, and woodworks, the report added.During
the time mentioned, the National Seal of Excellence was also
given to 25 works handcrafted
by native artisans.
Some
184
billion
rials
($614,000) was also paid to the
craftspeople across the province in loans to develop and
support the handicrafts sector
during the mentioned period.
Golestan is reportedly embracing some 2,500 historical and
natural sites, with UNESCO-registered
Gonbad-e Qabus – a one-millenniumold brick tower – amongst its most famous. Narratives say the tower has
influenced various subsequent designers of tomb towers and other cylindrical
commemorative structures both in the
region and beyond. The UNESCO comments that the tower bears testimony to
the cultural exchange between Central
Asian nomads and the ancient civilization of Iran.

With 14 entries, Iran ranks first globally for the number of cities and villages
registered by the World Crafts Council,
as China with seven entries, Chile with
four, and India with three ones come
next. For instance, Shiraz is named a
“world city of [diverse] handicrafts”, Malayer is a global hub for woodcarving

and carved-wood furniture, while Zanjan has gained the title of a “world city
of filigree”.
In addition, the ancient city of Shiraz has
been chosen to host the 39th General
Assembly of the World Crafts CouncilAsia Pacific Region (WCC-APR) in May
2023. Shiraz has a remarkable amount
of handicraft pioneers. With an average
age of 70, some of these pioneers are
still active at their workshops. The occupational records of about 100 pioneers

Tehran Times: Following a full restoration, the historical garden of
Rahimabad in Birjand, South Khorasan province, has been reopened
to the public, CHTN reported on Saturday.A budget of 25 billion rials
($84,000) was allocated to the restoration project, the provincial tourism chief said during the opening ceremony.Art galleries and handicrafts exhibits are planned to be set up inside the historical structure,
Hadi Shahverdi added.The garden and the mansion in it are from the
Zand dynasty (1750–79). The trees in this garden mainly include pine,
poplar, and fruit trees such as apricots and barberry.In 2011, a selection of nine Iranian gardens, which bear important architectural, traditional, and cultural elements, were collectively inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage list under the title of “The Persian Garden.”The
genuine concept of the Persian Garden that is deeply rooted in time
interweaves natural elements with manmade components to embody
an idea of creating a paradise on Earth by the means of artistic, philosophical, figurative, and religious notions.According to UNESCO, the
flawless design of the Persian Garden, along with its ability to respond
to extreme climatic conditions, is the result of an inspired and intelligent application of different fields of knowledge, i.e. technology, water
management and engineering, architecture, botany, and agriculture.

are collected and are annually praised
by the custodians of the WCC General
Office.
Available data compiled by the Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and
Handicrafts suggests the value of Iran’s
handicrafts exports stood at $120 million during the first eleven months of
the past Iranian calendar year
1399 (March 20, 2020 – February 18, 2021), Mehr reported.
The country’s handicrafts exports slumped during the mentioned months in comparison
to the same period last a year
earlier due to the damage the
coronavirus pandemic has inflicted on global trade.
The Islamic Republic exported
$427 million worth of handicrafts during the first eleven
months of the calendar year
1398. Of the figure, some $190 million
was earned via suitcase trade (allowed
for customs-free and tax-free transfer)
through 20 provinces, according to data
compiled by the Ministry of Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts. Ceramics, pottery vessels, handwoven
cloths as well as personal ornamentations with precious and semi-precious
gemstones are traditionally exported to
Iraq, Afghanistan, Germany, the U.S.,
the UK, and other countries.

Historical Garden
in Birjand Reopens
Doors to Public

Ilkhanid Earthenware, Qanat Remnants Unexpectedly Discovered

Tehran
Times:
Workers have accidentally discovered pottery
pieces and remnants
of a subterranean aqueduct (qanat) while

digging a hole, breaking street asphalt in
a northeaster Iranian
city.Four clay jars and
remnants of qanat
were found during a

road amendment project in Bojnourd, ILNA
reported on Thursday.
Archaeological
assessments of the jars
suggest they date from
the Ilkhanid era, the
report said. Ilkhanid
dynasty, also spelled
Il-Khanid, was a Mongol dynasty that ruled
Iran from 1256 to
1335. Il-khan is Persian for “subordinate
khan.”Based on availa-

ble data, some 37,000
out of a total of 120,000
ancient qanats are still
in use in Iran in arid
and semi-arid regions
of the country.In 2016,
a selection of eleven
qanats was collectively
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage
list under the title of
Persian Qanat. Each
of them epitomizes
many others in terms
of geographic scopes,

architectural designs,
and other motives.
Such
subterranean
tunnels provide exceptional testimony to
cultural traditions and
civilizations in desert
areas with an arid climate.UNESCO has it
that “The qanats provide exceptional testimony to cultural traditions and civilizations
in desert areas with an
arid climate.”

Perspective

Persian Miniature
Offers Glimpses of Esthetic
Heights
Tehran Times: An art of exceptionally complex style, painstaking detail, and
intricate narrative, Persian miniatures
do not prompt an immediate response
from anyone whose eyes are accustomed to rapid visual comprehension.
The two-dimensional artwork involves
the design and creation of small paintings on books, papier-mâché, rugs,
textiles, walls, ceramics and other items
using raw materials such as gold, silver
and various organic substances.
As mentioned by Visit Iran, the word
miniature literally means a small and
delicate nature, though the word itself
has entered the Persian language in the
middle of the recent century, and almost
since the Qajar period (1789–1925), it
is an art which has for long existed and
is of ancient history in Iran.Decorated
tiles, some of which still exist, suggest
that years before the Mongol invasion
of Iran between 1219 and 1221, the
same painting and drawing styles and
methods, which were then adopted as
styles of book paintings, were used in
Iran.Another popular belief, according
to Visit Iran, suggests miniature originated in Iran and afterward has spread
to China; and, in the Mongol period, it
has returned to Iran in a rather developed form.Early in the Islamic era, Ira-

nian artists made an extraordinary effort
to complete and develop this art, establishing special painting schools such as
schools of Shiraz, Harat, Tabriz, Qazvin, and Isfahan, and combining it with
Arabic script or handwriting.Efforts to
gild edges and frontispiece of the Holy
Quran, arabesques, and Khitan patterns
are all the precious works of the miniature which originated as a combination
of miniature and Arabic handwriting, in
the third century AH, i.e. when Iranians
succeeded to enter the Abbasid court.
An extensive portion of these works was
destroyed during the Mongol invasions
in the seventh and eighth centuries AH.
Moreover, during the Ilkhanid period
when the country has returned to a relatively calm situation, other prominent
works of art such as the Shahnameh
of Ferdowsi emerged.Later on, due to
the constant intellect and freedom of
action with which craftsmen were provided after the Bagdad school, Iranian
miniature works in the Herat school developed to some extent, and finally the
art of Persian painting and miniature,
after the Herat period, was transferred
to the Safavid era. In that period, after
the selection of Tabriz as the capital, Kamal ud-Din Behzad was invited to Tabriz
and was appointed as the head of the
royal library and, in collaboration with
great craftsmen, endeavored to develop
and evolve it.Tabriz school of miniature
persisted as before until Qazvin became
the new capital. Regarding this school, it
can be noted that miniatures in this era
were all of a similar type, and in terms
of elegance, pen strokes, color, and
design, they followed the Herat school
and differs only slightly.Isfahan school
of the miniature was established when
Isfahan became the capital city, and
during this period, style and methods of
work changed dramatically, examples
of which can be seen in decorative motifs of 17th-century majestic buildings
of Isfahan.

